
Michelle Gehrz, artistic director
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PROGRAM

One Voice 		 Ruth Moody / The Wailin’ Jennys
Soloists: Angela Carpenter, Charlotte Currier, and Nancy Pearson

Sing Together 		Written and Recorded by Train / arr. Jacob Narverud
Ukulele players: Sarah Abelsen, Sydney Gramstad, and Monica Healy

Umoja (Unity – the first principle of Kwanzaa)		  Zanaida Stewart Robles

Sing Gently	 Eric Whitacre

Does the World Say? Kyle Pederson

Take What You Need	 Reena Esmail
Audience: We invite you to sing as an “echo” after the choir on each phrase.

		 “Take a moment … Take a breath … Take time … Take care … Take heart … Take hope…
Take a step … Take a chance … Take courage … Take charge … Take a stand … Take pride … 

Take joy … Take pause … Take a moment … Take a breath …
Take what you need … Take what you need … Take what you need.”

All Together We Are Love Katerina Gimon

Crowded Table	 Recorded and Written by The Highwomen / arr. Andrea Ramsey
Soloist: Sydney Gramstad

Draw the Circle Wide Text by Gordan Light / Music by Mark A. Miller 
Audience: Please sing with us on the REFRAIN. 

You may sing from where you are sitting or join the singing circle! 

How Good!  Michael Engelhardt

I Need You to Survive David Frazier / arr. Rollo Dillworth

TEXTS
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One VoiceOne Voice

This is the sound of one voice
One spirit, one voice
The sound of one who makes a choice
This is the sound of one voice
This is the sound of one voice

This is the sound of voices two
The sound of me singing with you
Helping each other to make it through
This is the sound of voices two
This is the sound of voices two

This is the sound of voices three
Singing together in harmony
Surrendering to the mystery
This is the sound of voices three
This is the sound of voices three

This is the sound of all of us
Singing with love and the will to trust
Leave the rest behind, it will turn to dust
This is the sound of all of us
This is the sound of all of us

This is the sound of one voice
One people, one voice
A song for every one of us
This is the sound of one voice
This is the sound of one voice

Sing TogetherSing Together

If I go before, I’ll say to everyone in my ballet
“Let me take this chance, thank you for a dance”
If I run out of songs to sing to take your mind  
off everything
Just smile, see the wild with the sun on your face
And remembered the place we met

Take a breath and soon, I bet you’ll see
Without you, I would never be me
You are the leaves of my family tree

Sing together
If you knew me from the very start
Or we met last week at the grocery mart, just
Sing together
It’s the least that I can do
My final gift to you

When I pass the pearly gate, 
I will find some real estate
We can settle down and watch the world 
go ‘round
‘Cause then they’ll know the love we got
Let them know we got a spot for them to be
And it’s all free, the sun on your face
And remember the place we met
Take a breath and soon, I bet you’ll see
Without you, I would never be me
You are the leaves of my family tree

Sing together
If you knew me from the very start
Or not at all, you’re still a part, just
Sing together
It’s the least that I can do
My final gift to you

Sing GentlySing Gently

May we sing together, always
May our voice be soft
May our singing be music for others
And may it keep others aloft
Sing, sing gently, always
Sing, sing as one (as one)

May we stand (may we stand) together, always
May our voice be strong
May we hear the singing and
May we always sing along (along)
Sing, sing gently, always
Sing, sing as one (as one)
Singing gently as one

Does the World Say?Does the World Say?

Does the world say
that you don’t look the right way?
Does the world say
that you’re just not enough? 
Does the world say
that this isn’t the right spot?
When it wants you there but not here
and tells you all the things you are not.
I’ve been there, too.
It’s hard to shut my ears to the noise.
I don’t stand a chance  
if it’s me in this world all alone.
The chatter is deafening, too overwhelming,
hard to find my way home.
So take my hand...don’t let go. 
Does the world say
that you don’t think the right things?
Does the world say
that you’re not worth the time?
Does the world laugh
when you fall, when you cry?
Does it turn the other way
every time you walk by?
I’m growing, learning, 
loving, becoming.
So take my hand...don’t let go.
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All Together We are LoveAll Together We are Love

I am a dreamer
I am a song
I am a mountain – tall and strong
I am a song
I am a warm breeze
I am the sky
I am a bluebird
Free to fly
I am a song for all hearts
and when our spirits soar
All together we are love

Crowded TableCrowded Table

You can hold my hand
When you need to let go
I can be your mountain
When you’re feeling valley-low
I can be your streetlight
Showing you the way home
You can hold my hand
When you need to let go
I want a house with a crowded table
And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world  
while we’re young and able
And bring us back together  
when the day is done
If we want a garden
We’re gonna have to sow the seed
Plant a little happiness
Let the roots run deep
If it’s love that we give
Then it’s love that we reap

If we want a garden
We’re gonna have to sow the seed
Yeah I want a house with a crowded table
And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world  
while we’re young and able
And bring us back together  
when the day is done
The door is always open
Your picture’s on my wall
Everyone’s a little broken
And everyone belongs
Yeah, everyone belongs
I want a house with a crowded table
And a place by the fire for everyone
Let us take on the world  
while we’re young and able
And bring us back together  
when the day is done
And bring us back together  
when the day is done

Draw the Circle WideDraw the Circle Wide

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 
No one stands alone! We’ll stand side by side. 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song. 
No one stands alone! Standing side by side, 
draw the circle, draw the circle wide.

How Good!How Good!

How good and pleasant it is when we dwell 
together in unity.

All people, all around the world,  
all sisters and brothers,
We’re born to be in one family.
Unique yet we’re unified, one body yet many.
Diversity; oh, let it be our identity!

How good and pleasant it is when we dwell 
together in unity.

It’s time we finally agree we need one another.
In bonds of peace we are free indeed.
Nothing can separate us from the love of  
each other.
True unity; oh, let it be a reality! 

How good and pleasant it is when we dwell 
together in unity.

I Need You to SurviveI Need You to Survive
I need you; you need me. 
We’re all a part of God’s body. 
Stand with me; agree with me.
We’re all a part of God’s body. 
It is his will that every need be supplied. 
You are important to me.
I need you to survive.

I pray for you; you pray for me. 
I love you. I need you to survive. 
I won’t harm you
with words from my mouth. 
I love you. I need you to survive.

It is his will that every need be supplied. 
You are important to me.
I need you to survive.

WITH GRATITUDE ...
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Hopkins:
Pr. John Nelson, Rob Reid, Amy Furan, 
Jason Sheats and Russ Sheats
Digital Technician – Chris Lovagnini

St. Anthony Park UCC, St. Paul:
Pr. Victoria Wilgocki, thank you for your 
hospitality and the use of the beautiful  
sanctuary space!

Graphic Design and Digital Media:
Julie Lindstrom Design

Sustaining Sponsor for 2023-2024:
Minnesota Family Law Firm 
of Tuft, Lach, Jerabek &  
O’Connell PLLC

Giving options at 
BELLALUMINACHOIR.ORG

or scan the QR CODE 
and scroll to bottom of page.

All donations are greatly appreciated.

Mark your calendars now for our 
2024 WINTER CONCERTS

Dec. 6 at 7 pm and  Dec. 7 at 3:30 pm   |   Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Hopkins

MISSION: Bella Lumina spreads light, hope, and joy through the power of song. We present 
repertoire of high artistic quality that delivers a powerful message through illuminating texts 
and inspirational arrangements, showcasing the extraordinary beauty of treble voices.

Thank you for being a part of our choral experience … how will you continue to draw the circle wide?


